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Diagnostic Medical Sonography

Program Goals

The Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program serves students pursuing meaningful careers in diagnostic
medical sonography. The philosophy of the sonography program is consistent with the mission, goals and
objectives of Lurleen B. Wallace Community College and The Alabama Community College System.
The program is committed to providing a high-quality clinical, laboratory, and classroom learning
environment that supports student success and offers the greatest opportunity to develop the knowledge,
skills, and professional behaviors necessary to meet the standards and expectations of the diagnostic
medical sonography profession and achieve credentialing as registered diagnostic medical sonographers.

It is the goal of the Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program to:

e Prepare competent entry-level sonographers in the cognitive (knowledge), psychomotor (skills),
and affective (behavior) learning domains for the abdominal sonography-extended concentration.

e Prepare competent entry-level sonographers in the cognitive (knowledge), psychomotor (skills),
and affective (behavior) learning domains for the obstetrics and gynecology concentration.

e Prepare qualified entry-level sonographers in the cognitive (knowledge), psychomotor (skills),
and affective (behavior) learning domains for vascular sonography.

e Prepare qualified entry-level sonographers in the cognitive (knowledge), psychomotor (skills),
and affective (behavior) learning domains for cardiac sonography.

e Provide didactic and clinical training that prepares students for success on the American Registry
for Diagnostic Medical Sonography (ARDMS) examinations in Sonographic Principles &
Instrumentation (SPI), Abdomen, and OB/GYN.

e Promote the value of continuing education, lifelong learning, and professional growth among
students.

o Support the healthcare workforce needs of the local, state, and regional communities by preparing
qualified diagnostic medical sonographers.

e Meet or exceed CAAHEP Standards for program accreditation.

Program goals are assessed through the evaluation of student outcomes, including course completion,
achievement of clinical competencies, program completion, national certification examination pass rates,

employment rates, and graduate and employer satisfaction survey results.



Program Outcomes

1. Program Completion Rate: At least seventy percent (70%) of students admitted to the
Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program will graduate within five academic terms of program
admission.

2. National Certification Pass Rate: At least sixty percent (60%) of graduates will obtain
certification through the American Registry for Diagnostic Medical Sonography (ARDMS) in
Abdomen and OB/GYN within twelve (12) months of graduation.

3. Job Placement Rate: At least seventy-five percent (75%) of graduates seeking employment will
obtain employment in the field of diagnostic medical sonography within twelve (12) months of

graduation.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of all program requirements, graduates will be able to:

e Apply the knowledge and skills necessary to perform the responsibilities of an entry-level
diagnostic medical sonographer.

e Demonstrate an understanding of ultrasound principles and instrumentation.

e Integrate knowledge of human anatomy, sectional anatomy, and sonographic imaging to acquire
and evaluate diagnostic information.

e Analyze sonographic data and related imaging findings to support diagnostic interpretation and
patient management.

¢ Utilize critical thinking and independent judgment to obtain high-quality diagnostic images and
optimize patient care.

¢ Communicate effectively using appropriate oral and written communication skills while
functioning as a member of the healthcare team.

e Demonstrate professional and ethical behavior consistent with healthcare standards, including
adherence to HIPAA regulations.

e Demonstrate the didactic and clinical competencies necessary to pursue certification through the
ARDMS in Sonography Principles and Instrumentation (SPI), Abdomen, and Obstetrics and
Gynecology (OB/GYN).



