
 

 

 

 
 

Differences Between High School and College Disability Services 

HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 

APPLICABLE LAWS 
I.D.E.A. 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 
504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

ADA 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title 11, 
ADA Amendments Act of 2008, Section 504, 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 
IEP (Individual Educational Plan) Varies depending on the disability; high school IEP 

and 504 may not be sufficient; the testing on 
which the accommodations are based should be 
included. 

The school provides evaluations at no cost to 
student. 

The student must be evaluated at their own 
expense. 

The school conducts evaluations at prescribed 
intervals. 

The student must provide approved 
documentation, no more than three years old. 

IDENTIFICATION OF DISABILITY 
The student is identified by the school and is 
supported by parents and teachers. 

The student MUST self-identify with the Office of 
Disability Services. 

Primary responsibility for arranging 
accommodation belongs to the school. 

Primary responsibility for self-advocacy and 
arranging accommodation belongs to the student. 

TRANSPORTATION 
The school provides transportation at no cost. The student must arrange transportation.  

Transportation service is available through 
Covington Area Transit System (334) 428-2667. 

PARENTAL ROLE 
The parent has access to student records and can 
participate in the accommodation process. 

The parent does not have access to student’s 
records without student’s written consent. 
Student must initiate and complete the 
accommodation process. 

The parent advocates for the student. Student advocates for self and must have 
frequent contact with the counselor. 
 
 
 
 

Disability Services 



INSTRUCTION 
Teachers may alter the curriculum and/or alter 
pace of assignments. 

Professors and instructors are not required to 
modify curriculum design. 

Frequent use of multi-sensory tools. Tends to be lecture style; may or may not use 
multi-sensory approach; labs required for some 
courses. 

Weekly testing, mid-term, final, and graded 
assignments. 

Testing and assignment frequency varies. 

Attendance is taken and reported. Attendance is taken and absences are limited to a 
specific number of hours; if the number of hours 
is exceeded, a lower grade may be received. 

GRADES AND TESTS 
Grades may be modified based on curriculum. Grades reflect the quality of work submitted; the 

student should request testing accommodation at 
the beginning of the semester.  Accommodations 
are not retroactive. 

CONDUCT 
Disruptive conduct may be accepted. Disruptive behavior and the inability to abide by 

the institutions code of conduct are deemed “not 
qualified” and the student may be dismissed. 

SUMMARY OF MOST IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES 
IDEA is about success. ADA is about access. 

High school is mandatory and free. 
 

Post-secondary is voluntary and the student is 
responsible for the cost. 

 
 
 

Lurleen B. Wallace Community College complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  If you have a disability that might require special materials, services, 

or assistance, or if you have any questions relating to accessibility, please contact the ADA Coordinator for 
your campus.  For TTD users in Alabama, the Alabama Relay Center is available by calling 1-800-548-2456. 

 
All materials related to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

are maintained by the college ADA Coordinators. 
 

 
 

LURLEEN B. WALLACE COMMUNITY COLLEGE ADA COORDINATORS 
 

Latrece Hall, Compliance Officer  
lhall@lbwcc.edu or ada@lbwcc.du  

334.881.2271 
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